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- Triangle, where countless airplanes and ships have disappe
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~ under mysterious circumstances; tké Loch Ness Monster,
said to be living in a deep lake in the Scottish Highlands; the
- consfruction of Egypt’s ancient pyramids; and the Nazca Lines,

-etched shapes of animals covering more than 190 square nules
in the southern Peruvian desert.
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Adding to the mystery:
Despite being on a slope,
cars near the top of the
hill remain stationary
when in neutral.

Totally flummoxed: My eyes told me
one thing; the spirit level, another.
It’s no surprise many drivers stop to
experience the hill's magic.




The woman pictured here appears
to be walking downbhill. However,
she’s actually walking uphill -
according to the spirit level.

From this viewpoint, Magic Hill
appears to be on an incline.
But the spirit level, placed on the
yellow line which marks the start of
the ‘magic,’ tells a different story.

the world. They came to me for an explanation, and after [ gave
it to them they weren’t much interested in doing the show. [ will
tell you what I told them.

“There’s nothing magic about it, and we have proved it,”
he said. “What is going on there is caused by the slope, which
seems to be, [ would say, unreal from your eyes. The slope looks
like it is going up but actually it is going down.

“The car is really going down, not up. The judgment based
on what you see is wrong. Geologists call such stretches of
terrain a false landscape.

“It has nothing to do with magnetic forces.”

The professor said that he and some of his colleagues and
students had carried out a detailed survey of the hill to look for
iron or other magnetic deposits, and they are quite certain the
phenomenon has nothing to do with an aberrant magnetic field
or anything that can't be explained by the laws of physics. It is a
kind of illusion of perspective that occurs because of the natural
topography at that location, he explained.

“Several outstanding geologists, including myself, went
there to check out the hill where it appears a car can go uphill
without power. I thought that there might be some magnetite
deposit in that area causing the phenomenon.

“But when we came with a magnetometer we couldn't see
anything to indicate that there’s any magnetite or iron oxide
deposit in the ground at that location,” said Professor Punya,
whose primary research involves seismic fault lines in Thailand.

“In fact, it is now very easy to prove that the Magic Hill is
an optical illusion. A colleague who was curious about what was
going on suggested the use of the Global Positioning System
(GPS), which will tell you even very slight differences in the
elevation. The GPS gave us a very good clue that the topography
is, in fact, a false topography.

“What one sees is an illusion,” he reiterated. “You may
believe you are standing on top of the hill, but you are not.”

He added, however, that he is interested in conducting a more
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detailed investigation of the topography and intends to do so
next year. “What we've done so far is only preliminary because
we didn’t spend much time there. I want to go back and take
some students with me and stay for one or two weeks with more
instruments. For instance, a more sophisticated magnetometer
and other instruments to perform a proper geodetic analysis [a
branch of applied mathematics that deals with the measurement
and representation of the Earth, including its gravitational field,
in a three-dimensional time-varying space], so we can get some
control lines which represent elevations of equal height. If I can
do that then I can prove what is really going on there.”

“This phenomenon is a rare case because not only a few
people can see the illusion, pretty much everyone does. Therefore
it interests me from a scientific standpoint,” said Professor Punya.
In the end, however, he has little doubt that it is an illusion.

“As far as I know there’s no other place in Thailand like the
Magic Hill, but there could be,” he added.

Magical mystery tourism

Locals in Mae Sot who have been travelling on this road for
decades, even before it was widened, all said that they don’t
accept the official explanation that the road is actually sloping
down, not up, and that it is simply an optical illusion. They
wonder what is really going on there. I must admit that, as
someone who tends to believe his own eyes, I wasn't quite
convinced by the official explanation either, even after checking
the slope with the spirit level.

On the day I was there many Thai motorists were testing
the magie for themselves. They couldn’t believe their eyes.
Sotie said that there may be something under the ground,
possibly a spirit. One motorist suggested there was some sort of
supernatural conveyor belt that pulls objects up.

“It defies gravity. If you can see you are looking down or up
the hill, how could it be the other way around?” asked a truck
driver who said he enjoyed being pushed up the hill. He wished
this kind of road could be found all over Thailand. “It would save
a lot of money for fuel,” he joked.

It has been suggested that the Magic Hill should be
developed into a tourist attraction by the Tourism Authority of
Thailand, and I second the motion.

Whatever the secret of the Magic Hill is, it won’t go away. [
intend to go back, and I'm sure it would attract many Thai and
foreign visitors as well.




